
Wisconsin is 
powered primarily on 

coal and nuclear energy. The 
state spends roughly $853 
million on coal imports 

each year. What if  
Wisconsin was pow-
ered by home-grown 

energy instead? 
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In 2011, Wisconsin’s net electricity generation from 
renewable energy sources increased to 8.4%. Renew-
able energy sources include hydroelectric power, bio-
mass and wind. But there is an untapped resource in 
renewable energy in Wisconsin:
biogas. 

What is biogas?
Biogas is a mixture of  methane and carbon dioxide 
that can be burned to generate heat and electricity. 
Biogas is produced when bacteria break down waste in 
the absence of  oxygen. This process is called anaer-
obic digestion. To make biogas, anaerobic digesters 
can process waste on farms, such as manure, or at 
food processing facilities, like wastewater from cheese 
factories.
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Wisconsin has more anaerobic digesters than any other 
state in the U.S., with 22 on-farm and 31 total. But, 
the state also has 1,000 food processing facilities and 
over 14,000 dairy farms that could potentially pro-
duce biogas through anaerobic digestion.
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Most farms in Wisconsin are smaller, with only 
about 50-199 cows. However, most biogas produc-
tion occurs on dairy farms with more than 800 
cows because a certain amount of waste is needed to 
make the equipment cost-effective. 
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For biogas to take off in Wisconsin, small 
scale anaerobic digesters must become 
more affordable, or farmers and business 

owners must 
work together 
and build com-
munity digesters.  


